Article 5 STUDENTS Policy No. 5101

Students

Student Discipline

A.

Development of Uniform Discipline System. It shall be the responsibility of the
Superintendent to develop and maintain a system of uniform discipline. The discipline
which may be imposed includes actions which are determined to be reasonably necessary
to aid the student, to further school purposes, or to prevent interference with the
educational process, such as (without limitation) counseling and warning students, parent
contacts and parent conferences, rearrangement of schedules, requirements that a student
remain in school after regular hours to do additional work, restriction of extracurricular
activity, or requirements that a student receive counseling upon written consent of the
parent or guardian, or in-school suspension. The discipline may also include out-of-
school suspension (short-term or long-term) and expulsion.

L. Short-Term Suspension: Students may be excluded by the Principal or the
Principal’s designee from school or any school function for a period of up to five
school days (short-term suspension) on the following grounds:

a. Conduct that constitutes grounds for expulsion, whether the conduct
occurs on or off school grounds; or
b. Other violations of rules and standards of behavior adopted by the Board

of Education or the administrative or teaching staff of the school, which
occur on or off school grounds, if such conduct interferes with school
purposes or there is a nexus between such conduct and school.

The following process will apply to short-term suspensions:

a. The Principal or the Principal’s designee will make a reasonable
investigation of the facts and circumstances. A short-term suspension will
be made upon a determination that the suspension is necessary to help any
student, to further school purposes, or to prevent an interference with
school purposes.

b. Prior to commencement of the short-term suspension, the student will be
given oral or written notice of the charges against the student. The student
will be advised of what the student is accused of having done, an
explanation of the evidence the authorities have, and be afforded an
opportunity to explain the student's version of the facts.

. Within 24 hours or such additional time as is reasonably necessary
following the suspension, the Principal or administrator will send a written
statement to the student and the student's parent or guardian describing the
student's conduct, misconduct or violation of the rule or standard and the
reasons for the action taken.

d. An opportunity will be given to the student, and the student's parent or
guardian, to have a conference with the Principal or administrator ordering
the short-term suspension before or at the time the student returns to
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school. The Principal or administrator shall determine who in addition to
the parent or guardian is to attend the conference.

€. A student who is on a short-term suspension shall not be permitted to be
on school grounds without the express permission of the Principal.

Long-Term Suspension: A long-term suspension means an exclusion from school
and any school functions for a period of more than five school days but less then
twenty school days. A student who is on a long-term suspension shall not be
permitted to be on school grounds without the express permission of the Principal.
A notice will be given to the student and the parents/guardian when the Principal
recommends a long-term suspension. The notice will include a description of the
procedures for long-term suspension; the procedures will be those set forth in the
Student Discipline Act.

Expulsion:

a. Meaning of Expulsion. Expulsion means exclusion from attendance in all
schools, grounds and activities of or within the system for a period not to
exceed the remainder of the semester in which it took effect unless the
misconduct occurred (a) within ten school days prior to the end of the first
semester, in which case the expulsion shall remain in effect through the
second semester, or (b) within ten school days prior to the end of the
second semester, in which case the expulsion shall remain in effect for
summer school and the first semester of the following school year, or (c)
unless the expulsion is for conduct specified in these rules or in law as
permitting or requiring a longer removal, in which case the expulsion shall
remain in effect for the period specified therein. Such action may be
modified or terminated by the school district at any time during the
expulsion period. A student who has been expelled shall not be permitted
to be on school grounds without the express permission of the Principal. A
notice will be given to the student and the parents/guardian when the
Principal recommends an expulsion. The notice will include a description
of the procedures for expulsion; the procedures will be those set forth in
the Student Discipline Act.

b. Suspensions Pending Hearing. When a notice of intent to discipline a
student by long-term suspension, expulsion, or mandatory reassignment is
filed with the superintendent, the student may be suspended by the
principal until the date the long-term suspension, expulsion, or mandatory
reassignment takes effect if no hearing is requested or, if a hearing is
requested, the date the hearing examiner makes the report of his or her
findings and a recommendation of the action to be taken to the
superintendent, if the principal determines that the student must be
suspended immediately to prevent or substantially reduce the risk of (a)
interference with an educational function or school purpose or (b) a
personal injury to the student himself or herself, other students, school
employees, or school volunteers.

Page 2 of 16



Article 5

4.

STUDENTS Policy No. 5101

Summer Review. Any expulsion that will remain in effect during the first
semester of the following school year will be automatically scheduled for
review before the beginning of the school year in accordance with law.

Alternative Education: Students who are expelled may be provided an
alternative education program that will enable the student to continue
academic work for credit toward graduation. In the event an alternative
education program is not provided, a conference will be held with the
parent, student, the Principal or another school representative assigned by
the Principal, and a representative of a community organization that assists
young people or that is involved with juvenile justice to develop a plan for
the student in accordance with law,

Suspension of Enforcement of an Expulsion: Enforcement of an expulsion
action may be suspended (i.e., “stayed™) for a period of not more than one
full semester in addition to the balance of the semester in which the
expulsion takes effect. As a condition of such suspended action, the
student and parents will be required to sign a discipline agreement.

Students Subject to Juvenile or Court Probation. Prior to the readmission
to school of any student who is less than nineteen years of age and who is
subject to the supervision of a juvenile probation officer or an adult
probation officer pursuant to the order of the District Court, County Court,
or Juvenile Court, who chooses to meet conditions of probation by
attending school, and who has previously been expelled from school, the
Principal or the Principal’s designee shall meet with the student's
probation officer and assist in developing conditions of probation that will
provide specific guidelines for behavior and consequences for misbehavior
at school (including conduct on school grounds and conduct during an
educational function or event off school grounds) as well as educational
objectives that must be achieved. If the guidelines, consequences, and
objectives provided by the Principal or the Principal’s designee are agreed
to by the probation officer and the student, and the court permits the
student to return to school under the agreed to conditions, the student may
be permitted to return to school. The student may with proper consent,
upon such return, be evaluated by the school for possible disabilities and
may be referred for evaluation for possible placement in a special
education program. The student may be expelled or otherwise disciplined
for subsequent conduct as provided in Board policy and state statute.

Emergency Exclusion: A student may be excluded from school in the following
circumstances:

If the student has a dangerous communicable disease transmissible
through normal school contacts and poses an imminent threat to the health
or safety of the school community; or

Page 3 of 16



Article 5 STUDENTS Policy No. 5101

b. If the student’s conduct presents a clear threat to the physical safety of
himself, herself, or others, or is so extremely disruptive as to make
temporary removal necessary to preserve the rights of other students to
pursue an education.

Any emergency exclusion shall be based upon a clear factual situation warranting
it and shall last no longer than is necessary to avoid the dangers described above.

If the emergency exclusion will be for five school days or less, the procedures for
a short-term suspension shall be followed. If the Superintendent or his or her
designee determines that an emergency exclusion shall extend beyond five days, a
hearing is to be held and a final determination made within ten school days after
the initial date of exclusion. Such procedures shall substantially comply with the
procedures set forth in this policy for a long-term suspension or expulsion, and be
modified only to the extent necessary to accomplish the hearing and
determination within this shorter time period.

5, Other Forms of Student Discipline: Administrative and teaching personnel may
also take actions regarding student behavior, other than removal of students from
school, which are reasonably necessary to aid the student, further school purposes,
or prevent interference with the educational process. Such actions may include,
but are not limited to, counseling of students, parent conferences, rearrangement
of schedules, requirements that a student remain in school after regular hours to
do additional work, restriction of extracurricular activity, or requirements that a
student receive counseling, psychological evaluation, or psychiatric evaluation
upon the written consent of a parent or guardian to such counseling or evaluation.
The actions may also include in-school suspensions.  When in-school
suspensions, after-school assignments, or other disciplinary measures are
assigned, the student is responsible for complying with such disciplinary
measures. A failure to serve such assigned discipline as directed will serve as
grounds for further discipline, up to expulsion from school.

B. Student Conduct Expectations. Students are not to engage in conduct which causes or
which creates a reasonable likelihood that it will cause a substantial disruption in or
material interference with any school function, activity or purpose or interfere with the
health, safety, well being or rights of other students, staff or visitors.

. Grounds for Short-Term Suspension, L.ong-Term Suspension, Expulsion or Mandatory
Reassignment. The following conduct has been determined by the Board of Education to
have the potential to seriously affect the health, safety or welfare of students, staff and
other persons or to otherwise seriously interfere with the educational process. Such
conduct constitutes grounds for long-term suspension, expulsion, or mandatory
reassignment, and any other lesser forms of discipline. The conduct is subject to the
consequence of long-term suspension, expulsion, or mandatory reassignment where it
occurs on school grounds, in a vehicle owned, leased, or contracted by the school and
being used for a school purpose or in a vehicle being driven for a school purpose by a
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school employee or an employee’s designee, or at a school-sponsored activity or athletic

event.

oo

Willfully disobeying any reasonable written or oral request of a school staff
member, or the voicing of disrespect to those in authority.

Use of violence, force, coercion, threat, intimidation, harassment, or similar
conduct in a manner that constitutes a substantial interference with school
purposes or making any communication that a reasonable recipient would
interpret as a serious expression of an intent to harm or cause injury to another.
Willfully causing or attempting to cause substantial damage to property, stealing
or attempting to steal property of substantial value, repeated damage or theft
involving property, or setting or attempting to set a fire of any magnitude.
Causing or attempting to cause personal injury to any person, including any
school employee, school volunteer, or student. Personal injury caused by accident,
self-defense, or other action undertaken on the reasonable belief that it was
necessary to protect some other person shall not constitute a violation of this
subdivision.

Threatening or intimidating any student for the purpose of or with the intent of
obtaining money or anything of value from such student or making a threat which
causes or may be expected to cause a disruption to school operations.

Knowingly possessing, handling, or transmitting any object or material that is
ordinarily or generally considered a weapon or that has the appearance of a
weapon or bringing or possessing any explosive device, including fireworks.
Engaging in selling, using, possessing or dispensing of alcohol, tobacco,
narcotics, drugs, controlled substance, or an inhalant; being under the influence of
any of the above; possession of drug paraphernalia, or the selling, using,
possessing, or dispensing of an imitation controlled substance as defined in
section 28-401 of the Nebraska statutes, or material represented to be alcohol,
narcotics, drugs, a controlled substance or inhalant. Tobacco means any tobacco
product (including but not limited to cigarettes, cigars, and chewing tobacco),
vapor products (such as e-cigarettes), electronic nicotine delivery systems,
alternative nicotine products, tobacco product look-alikes, and products intended
to replicate tobacco products either by appearance or effect. Use of a controlled
substance in the manner prescribed for the student by the student’s physician is
not a violation. The term *“under the influence” has a less strict meaning than it
does under criminal law; for school purposes, the term means any level of
impairment and includes even the odor of alcohol or illegal substances on the
breath or person of a student; also, it includes being impaired by reason of the
abuse of any material used as a stimulant.

Public indecency or sexual conduct.

Engaging in bullying, which includes any ongoing pattern of physical, verbal, or
electronic abuse on school grounds, in a vehicle owned, leased, or contracted by a
school being used for a school purpose by a school employee or a school

employee’s designee, or at school-sponsored activities or school-sponsored
athletic events.
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Sexually assaulting or attempting to sexually assault any person. This conduct
may result in an expulsion regardless of the time or location of the offense if a
complaint alleging such conduct is filed in a court of competent jurisdiction.
Engaging in any activity forbidden by law which constitutes a danger to other
students or interferes with school purposes. This conduct may result in an
expulsion regardless of the time or location of the offense if the conduct creates or
had the potential to create a substantial interference with school purposes, such as
the use of the telephone or internet off-school grounds to threaten.
A repeated violation of any rules established by the school district or school
officials if such violations constitute a substantial interference with school
purposes.
Truancy or failure to attend assigned classes or assigned activities; or tardiness to
school, assigned classes or assigned activities.
The use of language, written or oral, or conduct, including gestures, which is
profane or abusive to students or staff members. Profane or abusive language or
conduct includes, but is not limited to, that which is commonly understood and
intended to be derogatory toward a group or individual based upon race, gender,
disability, national origin, or religion.
Dressing or grooming in a manner which is dangerous to the student's health and
safety or a danger to the health and safety of others or repeated violations of the
student dress and grooming standards; dressing, grooming, or engaging in speech
that is lewd or indecent, vulgar or plainly offensive; dressing, grooming, or
engaging in speech that school officials reasonably conclude will materially and
substantially disrupt the work and discipline of the school; dressing, grooming, or
engaging in speech that a reasonable observer would interpret as advocating
illegal drug use.
Willfully violating the behavioral expectations for riding school buses or vehicles.
A student who engages in the following conduct shall be expelled for the
remainder of the school year in which it took effect if the misconduct occurs
during the first semester, and if the expulsion for such conduct takes place during
the second semester, the expulsion shall remain in effect for the first semester of
the following school year, with the condition that such action may be modified or
terminated by the school district during the expulsion period on such terms as the
administration may establish:

a. The knowing and intentional use of force in causing or attempting to cause
personal injury to a school employee, school volunteer, or student, except
if caused by accident, self-defense, or on the reasonable belief that the
force used was necessary to protect some other person and the extent of
force used was reasonably believed to be necessary, or

b. The knowing and intentional possession, use, or transmission of a
dangerous weapon other than a firearm.

Knowingly and intentionally possessing, using, or transmitting a firearm on

school grounds, in a school-owned or utilized vehicle, or during an educational

function or event off school grounds, or at a school-sponsored activity or athletic
event. This conduct shall result in an expulsion for one calendar year. “Firearm”

means a firearm as defined in 18 U.S.C. 921, as that statute existed on January 1,

1995. That statute includes the following statement: “The term ‘firearm’ means
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(a) any weapon (including a starter gun) which will or is designed to or may
readily be converted to expel a projectile by the action of an explosive; (b) the
frame or receiver of any such weapon; (c) any firearm muffler or firearm silencer;
or (d) any destructive device.” The Superintendent may modify such one year

expulsion requirement on a case-by-case basis, provided that such modification is
In writing.

Bringing a firearm or other dangerous weapon to school for any reason is
discouraged; however, a student will not be subject to disciplinary action if the
item is brought or possessed under the following conditions:

a. Prior written permission to bring the firearm or other dangerous weapon to
school is obtained from the student's teacher, building administrator and
parent.

b. The purpose of having the firearm or other dangerous weapon in school is
for a legitimate educational function.

€. A plan for its transportation into and from the school, its storage while in

the school building and how it will be displayed must be developed with
the prior written approval by the teacher and building administrator. Such
plan shall require that such item will be in the possession of an adult staff
member at all times except for such limited time as is necessary to fulfill
the educational function.

d. The firearm or other dangerous weapon shall be in an inoperable condition
while it is on school grounds.

For purposes of this policy, the term “dangerous weapon” includes any personal safety or
security device (such as tasers, mace and pepper spray). If a student desires to carry or
possess a personal safety or security device, the student must obtain prior approval from
the building principal before bringing such device on school grounds. If a student obtains
prior approval from the building principal, the student must store the device during the
school day in the student’s locker, in the main office or in another secure location
designated by the building principal. A student shall not carry a personal safety or
security device during the school day.

Additional Student Conduct Expectations and Grounds for Discipline. The following
additional student conduct expectations are established. Failure to comply with such
rules is grounds for disciplinary action. When such conduct occurs on school grounds, in
a vehicle owned, leased, or contracted by a school being used for a school purpose or in a
vehicle being driven for a school purpose by a school employee or by his or her designee,
or at a school-sponsored activity or athletic event, the conduct is grounds for long-term
suspension, expulsion or mandatory reassignment.

1. Student Appearance: Students are expected to dress in a way that is appropriate
for the school setting. Students should not dress in a manner that is dangerous to
the health and safety of anyone or interferes with the learning environment or
teaching process in our school. Following is a list of examples of attire that will
not be considered appropriate, such list is not exclusive and other forms of attire
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deemed inappropriate by the administration may be deemed inappropriate for the

school setting:

a. Clothing that shows an inappropriate amount of bare skin or underwear
(midriffs, spaghetti straps, sagging pants) or clothing that is too tight,
revealing or baggy, or tops and bottoms that do not overlap or any material
that is sheer or lightweight enough to be seen through, or otherwise of an
appropriate size and fit so as to be revealing or drag on the ground.

Shorts, skirts, or skorts that do not reach mid-thi gh or longer.

B Clothing or jewelry that advertises or promotes beer, alcohol, tobacco, or
illegal drugs.
d. Clothing or jewelry that could be used as a weapon (chains, spiked

apparel) or that would encourage “horse-play” or that would damage
property (e.g. cleats).

8 Head wear including hats, caps, bandannas, and scarves.

£, Clothing or jewelry which exhibits nudity, makes sexual references or
carries lewd, indecent, or vulgar double meaning.

g. Clothing or jewelry that is gang related.

h. Visible body piercing (other than ears).

Consideration will be made for students who wear special clothing as required by
religious beliefs, disability, or to convey a particularized message protected by
law. The final decision regarding attire and grooming will be made by the
Principal or Superintendent. In the event a student is uncertain as to whether a
particular item or method of grooming is consistent with the school’s guidelines,
the student should contact the Principal for approval, and may also review such

additional posting of prohibited items or grooming which may be available in the
Principal’s office.

Coaches, sponsors or teachers may have additional requirements for students who
are in special lab classes, students who are participants in performing groups or
students who are representing the school as part of an extracurricular activity
program.

On a first offense of the dress code, the student may call home for proper apparel.
If clothes cannot be brought to school, the student will be assigned to in-school
suspension for the remainder of the day. Students will not be allowed to leave
campus to change clothes. Continual violations of the dress code will result in
more stringent disciplinary actions, up to expulsion. Further, in the event the
dress code violation is determined to also violate other student conduct rules (e.g.,
public indecency, insubordination, expression of profanity, and the like), a first
offense of the dress code may result in more stringent discipline, up to expulsion.

Academic Integrity.

a. Policy Statement: Students are expected to abide by the standards of
academic integrity established by their teachers and school administration.
Standards of academic integrity are established in order for students to
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learn as much as possible from instruction, for students to be given grades
which accurately reflect the student’s level of learning and progress, to

provide a level playing field for all students, and to develop appropriate
values.

Cheating and plagiarism violate the standards of academic integrity.
Sanctions will be imposed against students who engage in such conduct.

Definitions:  The following definitions provide a guide to the standards

of academic integrity:

(1) “Cheating” means intentionally misrepresenting the source, nature,
or other conditions of academic work so as to accrue undeserved
credit, or to cooperate with someone else in such
misrepresentation. Such misrepresentations may, but need not

necessarily, involve the work of others. Cheating includes, but is
not limited to:

(a) Tests (includes tests, quizzes and other examinations or
academic performances):
(1) Advance Information: Obtaining, reviewing or

sharing copies of tests or information about a test
before these are distributed for student use by the
instructor. For example, a student engages in
cheating if, after having taken a test, the student
informs other students in a later section of the
questions that appear on the test.

(ii) Use of Unauthorized Materials: Using notes,
textbooks, pre-programmed formulae in calculators,
or other unauthorized material, devices or
information while taking a test except as expressly
permitted. For example, except for “open book”
tests, a student engages in cheating if the student
looks at personal notes or the textbook during the
test.

(iii)  Use of Other Student Answers: Copying or looking
at another student’s answers or work, or sharing
answers or work with another student, when taking
a test, except as expressly permitted. For example,
a student engages in cheating if the student looks at
another student’s paper during a test. A student also
engages in cheating if the student tells another
student answers during a test or while exiting the
testing room, or knowingly allows another student
to look at the student’s answers on the test paper.

(iv)  Use of Other Student to Take Test. Having another
person take one's place for a test, or taking a test for
another student, without the specific knowledge and
permission of the instructor.
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(v) Misrepresenting Need to Delay Test. Presenting
false or incomplete information in order to postpone
or avoid the taking of a test. For example, a student
engages in cheating if the student misses class on
the day of a test, claiming to be sick, when the
student’s real reason for missing class was because
the student was not prepared for the test.

(b) Papers (includes papers, essays, lab projects, and other
similar academic work):

i) Use of Another’s Paper: Copying another student’s
paper, using a paper from an essay writing service,
or allowing another student to copy a paper, without
the specific knowledge and permission of the
instructor.

(i) Re-use of One’s Own Papers: Using a substantial
portion of a piece of work previously submitted for
another course or program to meet the requirements
of the present course or program without notifying
the instructor to whom the work is presented.

(iii)  Assistance from Others: Having another person
assist with the paper to such an extent that the work
does not truly reflect the student’s work. For
example, a student engages in cheating if the
student has a draft essay reviewed by the student’s
parent or sibling, and the essay is substantially re-
written by the student’s parent or sibling.
Assistance from home is encouraged, but the work
must remain the student’s.

(iv)  Failure to Contribute to Group Projects. Accepting
credit for a group project in which the student failed
to contribute a fair share of the work.

(v) Misrepresenting Need to Delay Paper. Presenting
false or incomplete information in order to postpone
or avoid turning in a paper when due. For example,
a student engages in cheating if the student misses
class on the day a paper is due, claiming to be sick,
when the student’s real reason for missing class was
because the student had not finished the paper.

(c) Alteration of Assigned Grades. Any unauthorized
alteration of assigned grades by a student in the teacher’s
grade book or the school records is a serious form of
cheating.

(2) “Plagiarism” means to take and present as one's own a material
portion of the ideas or words of another or to present as one's own

Page 10 of 16



Article 5

(3)

STUDENTS Policy No. 5101

an idea or work derived from an existing source without full and

proper credit to the source of the ideas, words, or works.

Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to:

(a) Failure to Credit Sources: Copying work (words,
sentences, and paragraphs or illustrations or models)
directly from the work of another without proper credit.
Academic work frequently involves use of outside sources.
To avoid plagiarism, the student must either place the work
in quotations or give a citation to the outside source.

(b) Falsely Presenting Work as One’s Own: Presenting work
prepared by another in final or draft form as one's own
without citing the source, such as the use of purchased
research papers or use of another student’s paper.

(13

Contributing” to academic integrity violations means to
participate in or assist another in cheating or plagiarism. It
includes but is not limited to allowing another student to look at
your test answers, to copy your papers or lab projects, and to fail to
report a known act of cheating or plagiarism to the instructor or
administration.

Sanctions: The following sanctions will occur when a student engages

in cheating, plagiarism, or contributing to an academic integrity offense:

(1)

(2)

(3)

Academic Sanction. The instructor will refuse to accept the
student’s work in which the academic integrity offense took place,
assign a grade of "F" or zero for the work, and require the student
to complete a test or project in place of the work within such time
and under such conditions as the instructor may determine
appropriate. In the event the student completes the replacement
test or project at a level meeting minimum performance standards,
the instructor will assign a grade which the instructor determines to
be appropriate for the work.

Report to Parents and Administration. The instructor will notify
the Principal of the offense and the instructor or Principal will
notify the student’s parents or guardian.

Student Discipline Sanctions. Academic integrity offenses are a
violation of school rules. The Principal may recommend sanctions
in addition to those assigned by the instructor, up to and including
suspension or expulsion. Such additional sanctions will be given
strong consideration where a student has engaged in serious or
repeated academic integrity offense or other rule violations, and
where the academic sanction is otherwise not a sufficient remedy,
such as for offenses involving altering assigned grades or
contributing to academic integrity violations.
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3. Electronic Devices

a. Philosophy and Purpose. The District strongly discourages students from

bringing and/or using electronic devices at school. The use of electronic
devices can be disruptive to the educational process and are items that are
frequently lost or stolen. In order to maintain a secure and orderly
learning environment, and to promote respect and courtesy regarding the
use of electronic devices, the District hereby establishes the following
rules and regulations governing student use of electronic devices, and
procedures to address student misuse of electronic devices.

b. Definitions.

(1)

“Electronic devices” include, but are not limited to, cell phones,
Mp3 players, iPods, personal digital assistants (PDAs), compact
disc players, portable game consoles, cameras, digital scanners, lap
top computers, and other electronic or battery powered instruments
which transmit voice, text, or data from one person to another.

(2) “Sexting” means generating, sending or receiving, encouraging
others to send or receive, or showing others, through an electronic
device, a text message, photograph, video or other medium that:

(1) Displays sexual content, including erotic nudity, any
display of genitalia, unclothed female breasts, or unclothed
buttocks, or any sexually explicit conduct as defined at
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-1463.02; or

(i) Sexually exploits a person, whether or not such person has
given consent to creation or distribution of the message,
photograph or video by permitting, allowing, encouraging,
disseminating, distributing, or forcing such student or other
person to engage in sexually explicit, obscene or
pornographic photography, films, or depictions; or,

(iii)  Displays a sexually explicit message for sexual
gratification, flirtation or provocation, or to request or
arrange a sexual encounter.

€ Possession and Use of Electronic Devices.

(D Students are not permitted to possess or use any electronic devices
during class time or during passing time except as otherwise
provided by this policy. Cell phone usage is strictly prohibited
during any class period; including voice usage, digital imaging, or
text messaging.

(2) Students are permitted to possess and use electronic devices before

school hours, at lunch time, and after school hours, provided that
the student not commit any abusive use of the device (see
paragraph (d)(1). Administrators have the discretion to prohibit
student possession or use of electronic devices on school grounds
during these times in the event the administration determines such
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further restrictions are appropriate; an announcement will be given
in the event of such a change in permitted use.

Electronic devices may be used during class time when specifically
approved by the teacher or a school administrator in conjunction
with appropriate and authorized class or school activities or events
(ie., student use of a camera during a photography class; student
use of a lap top computer for a class presentation).

Students may use electronic devices during class time when
authorized pursuant to an Individual Education Plan (IEP), a
Section 504 Accommodation Plan, or a Health Care Plan, or
pursuant to a plan developed with the student’s parent when the
student has a compelling need to have the device (e.g., a student
whose parent is in the hospital could be allowed limited use of the
cell phone for family contacts, so the family can give the student
updates on the parent’s condition).

Violations

(D

(2)

Prohibited Use of Electronic Devices: Students shall not use
electronic devices for: (a) activities which disrupt the educational
environment; (b) illegal activities in violation of state or federal
laws or regulations; (c) unethical activities, such as cheating on
assignments or tests; (d) immoral or pornographic activities; (e)
activities in violation of Board or school policies and procedures
relating to student conduct and harassment; (f) recording others
(photographs, videotaping, sound recording, etc.) or otherwise
transmitting images and/or sounds of another person or persons
without direct administrative approval and consent of the person(s)
being recorded, other than recording of persons participating in
school activities that are open to the public; (g) “sexting;” or (h)
activities which invade the privacy of others. Such student
misuses will be dealt with as serious school violations, and
immediate and appropriate disciplinary action will be imposed,
including, but not limited to, suspension and expulsion from
school.
Disposition of Confiscated Electronic Devices: Electronic devices
possessed or used in violation of this policy may be confiscated by
school personnel and returned to the student or parent/guardian at
an appropriate time. If an electronic device is confiscated, the
electronic device shall be taken to the school’s main office to be
identified, placed in a secure area, and returned to the student
and/or the student’s parent/guardian in a consistent and orderly
way.

(1) First Violation: Depending upon the nature of the violation
and the imposition of other appropriate disciplinary action,
consequences at a minimum may include a relinquishment
of the electronic device to the school administration and a
conference between the student and school principal or
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assistant principal. The electronic device shall remain in
the possession of the school administration until such time
as the student personally comes to the school’s main office
and retrieves the electronic device.

(i1) Second Violation: Depending upon the nature of the
violation and the imposition of other appropriate
disciplinary action, consequences at a minimum may
include a relinquishment of the electronic device to the
school administration and a conference between the student
and his/her parent/guardian and the school principal or
assistant principal. The electronic device shall remain in
the possession of the school administration until such time
as the student’s parent/guardian personally comes to the
school’s main office and retrieves the electronic device.

(i)  Third Violation: Depending upon the nature of the
violation and the imposition of other appropriate
disciplinary action, consequences at a minimum may
include a relinquishment of the electronic device to the
school administration, a conference between the student
and his/her parent/guardian and the school principal or
assistant principal, and suspension of the student from
school.  The electronic device shall remain in the
possession of the school administration until such time as
the student’s parent/guardian personally comes to the
school’s main office and retrieves the electronic device.

Penalties for Prohibited Use of Electronic Devices: Students who
receive a “sexting” message are to report the matter to a school
administrator and then delete such message from their electronic
device. Students shall not participate in sexting or have any
“sexting” message on their electronic devices regardless of when
the message was received while on school grounds or at a school
activity. Students who violate the prohibitions of this policy shall
be subject to the imposition of appropriate disciplinary action, up
to and including expulsion, provided that at a minimum the
following penalties shall be imposed:
(1) Students found in possession of a “sexting” message shall
be subject to a one (1) day suspension from school.
(ii) Students who send or encourage another to send a
“sexting” message shall be subject to a five (5) day
suspension from school.

Reporting to Law Enforcement:  Violations of this policy
regarding the prohibited use of electronic devices that may
constitute a violation of federal or state laws and regulations,
including, but not limited to, the Nebraska Child Protection Act or
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the Nebraska Child Pornography Prevention Act shall be reported
to appropriate legal authorities and law enforcement.

e.  Responsibility for Electronic Devices. Students or their parents/guardians
are expected to claim a confiscated electronic device within ten (10) days of
the date it was relinquished. The school shall not be responsible, financially
or otherwise, for any unclaimed electronic devices. By bringing such
devices to school, students and parents authorize the school to dispose of
unclaimed devices at the end of each semester. The District is not
responsible for the security and safekeeping of students’ electronic devices
and is not financially responsible for any damage, destruction, or loss of
electronic devices.

E. Inappropriate Public Displays of Affection (IPDA): Students are not to engage in
inappropriate public displays of affection on school property or at school activities. Such
conduct includes kissing, touching, fondling or other displays of affection that would be
reasonably considered to be embarrassing or a distraction to others. Students will face the
following consequences for [PDA:

1.
2.

Ist Offense: Student will be confronted and directed to cease.

2nd Offense: Student will be confronted, directed to cease, and parents will be
notified.

3rd Offense: Student will be suspended from school for a minimum of 1 day, and
parents and student will need to meet with Administrator(s) and/or counselor.

If this type of behavior continues, or if the IPDA is lewd or constitutes sexual conduct,
the student could face long-term suspension or expulsion.

Specific Rule Items: The following conduct may result in disciplinary action which, in

the repeated violations, may result in discipline up to expulsion:

1.

2
2

Oy Ln

o0

10.

Students are not given locker passes, restroom passes or telephone passes to leave
a classroom or study hall unless special circumstances arise.

Students in the hallway during class time must have a pass with them.

Gum, candy, seeds, etc. are not allowed in the school building or classrooms. The
pop machine is closed until after school and pop is to be drunk outside.

Students are expected to bring all books and necessary materials to class. This
includes study halls.

Assignments for all classes are due as assigned by the teacher.

Students are not to operate the mini-blinds or the windows.

Classes are ended by the teacher. Students are not to begin to pack up or leave the
class until the dismissal bell has rung or the teacher has dismissed the class.
Students are to be in their seats and ready for class on the tardy bell.

Special classes such as Industrial Technology, Art, P.E., and computer courses
will have other safety or clean-up rules that will be explained to students by that
teacher which must be followed.

Students are not to bring “nuisance items” to school. A nuisance item is
something that is not required for educational purposes and which would cause a
distraction to the student or others.
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11. Students are to stand back from the entry steps and doors in the mornings before

school and at noon before the bell so that others may pass in and out of the entry
doors.

12 Snow handling is prohibited.

G. Law Violations

1, Any act of a student which is a basis for expulsion and which the principal or
designee knows or suspects is a violation of the Nebraska Criminal Code will be
reported to law enforcement as soon as possible. Conduct to be reported for law
enforcement referral includes conduct that may constitute a felony, conduct which
may constitute a threat to the safety or well-being of students or others in school
programs and activities, and conduct that the legal system is better equipped to
address than school officials. Conduct that does not need to be reported for law
enforcement referral includes typical adolescent behavior that can be addressed by
school administrators without the involvement of law enforcement. In making the
decision of whether to report, consideration should be given to the student’s

maturity, mental capacity, and behavioral disorders, where applicable. When
appropriate, it shall be the responsibility of the referring administrator to contact
the student’s parent of the fact that the referral to legal authorities has been or will
be made.

The foregoing reporting standards shall be reviewed annually by the school board
on or before August 1 of each year, be annually reviewed in collaboration with
the County Attorney each year, be distributed to each student and his or her parent
or guardian at the beginning of each school year, or at the time of enrollment if
during the school year, and shall be posted in conspicuous places in each school
during the school year.

2. When a principal or other school official releases a minor student to a peace
officer (e.g., police officer, sheriff, and all other persons with similar authority to
make arrests) for the purpose of removing the minor from the school premises, the
principal or other school official shall take immediate steps to notify the parent,
guardian, or responsible relative of the minor regarding the release of the minor to
the officer and regarding the place to which the minor is reportedly being taken,
except when a minor has been taken into custody as a victim of suspected child
abuse, in which case the principal or other school official shall provide the peace
officer with the address and telephone number of the minor's parents or guardian.

Legal Reference: Neb. Rev. Stat. Sections 79-254 to 79-296

Date of Adoption: [July 2020]
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Students

Extracurricular Activity

Section 1 Extracurricular Activity Philosophy

Extracurricular activity programs enrich the curriculum of the school by making available a wide
variety of activities in which a student can participate. Extracurricular activity programs are
considered an integral part of the school’s program of education that provide experiences that
will help students physically, mentally and emotionally.

The element of competition and winning, though it exists, is controlled to the point it does not
determine the nature or success of the program. This is considered to be educationally and
psychologically sound because of the training it offers for living in a competitive society.
Students are stimulated to want to win and excel, but the principles of good sportsmanship
prevail at all times to enhance the educational values of contests. Participation in activities, both
as a competitor and as a student spectator, is an integral part of the students’ educational
experiences. Such participation is a privilege that carries with it responsibilities to the school,
team, student body, community and the students themselves. In their play and their conduct,
students are representing all of these groups. Such experiences contribute to the knowledge, skill
and emotional patterns that they possess, thereby making them better individuals and citizens.

Safety

The District’s philosophy is to maintain an activities program which recognizes the importance
of the safety of the participants. To ensure safety, participants are required to become fully
familiar with the dangers and safety measures established for the activity in which they
participate, to adhere to all safety instructions for the activity in which they participate, to inform

their coach or sponsor when they are injured or have health problems that require their activities
be restricted, and to exercise common-sense.

Warning for Participants and Parents

The purpose of this warning is to bring your attention to the existence of potential dangers
associated with athletic injuries. Participation in any intramural or athletic activity may involve
injury of some type. The severity of such injury can range from minor cuts, bruises, sprains and
muscle strains to more serious injuries to the body’s bones, joints, ligaments, tendons, or
muscles, to catastrophic injuries to the head, neck and spinal cord. On rare occasions, injuries
can be so severe as to result in total disability, paralysis or death. Even with appropriate
coaching, appropriate safety instruction, appropriate protective equipment and strict observance
of the rules, injuries are still a possibility.
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Section 2 Extracurricular Activity Code of Conduct

Purpose of the Code of Conduct. Participation in extracurricular activities is a privilege. The
privilege carries with it responsibilities to the school, team, student body, and the community.
Participants are not only representing themselves, but also their school and community in all of
their actions. Others judge our school on the student participants’ conduct and attitudes, and
how they contribute to our school spirit and community image.

The student participants’ performance and devotion to high ideals and values make their school
and community proud. Consequently, participation is dependent upon adherence to this Code of
Conduct and the school district’s policies, procedures and rules.

Scope of the Code of Conduct.

Activities Subject to the Code of Conduct: The Code of Conduct applies to all
extracurricular activities. Extracurricular activities means student activities or
organizations which are supervised or administered by the school district which do not
count toward graduation or grade advancement and in which participation is not
otherwise required by the school.

Extracurricular activities include but are not limited to: all sports, cheerleading, dance
team, Pep Club, Pep Band, vocal, band, speech and drama, One-Act, FBLA, FCCLA,
Spanish Club, Art Club, Student Council, Student Advisory Board, National Honor
Society, and other school sponsored organizations and activities. The Code of Conduct

also applies to participation in school sponsored activities such as school dances and
royalty for such activities.

A participant means a student who participates in, has participated in, or will participate
in an extracurricular activity.

When: The Code of Conduct rules apply to conduct which occurs at any time during the
school year, and also includes the time frame which begins with the official starting day
of the fall sport season established by the NSAA and extends to the last day of the spring

sport season established by the NSAA, whether or not the student is a participant in an
activity at the time of such conduct.

Where: The Code of Conduct rules apply regardless of whether the conduct occurs on or
off school grounds. If the conduct occurs on school grounds, at a school function or
event, or in a school vehicle, the student may also be subject to further discipline under
the general student code of conduct. A student who is suspended or expelled from school
shall not be permitted to participate in activities during the period of the suspension or
expulsion, and may also receive an extended activity suspension.

Grounds for Extracurricular Activity Discipline. Students who participate in extracurricular

activities are expected to demonstrate cooperation, patience, pride, character, self respect, self-
discipline, teamwork, sportsmanship, and respect for authority. The following conduct rules
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have been determined by the Board of Education to be reasonably necessary to aid students,
further school purposes, and prevent interference with the educational process. Such conduct
constitutes grounds for suspension from participation in extracurricular activities and grounds for
other restrictions or disciplinary measures related to extracurricular activity participation:

L Willfully disobeying any reasonable written or oral request of a school staff
member, or the voicing of disrespect to those in authority.
2. Use of violence, force, coercion, threat, intimidation, bullying, harassment or

similar conduct in a manner that constitutes a substantial interference with school
or extracurricular activity purposes or making any communication that a
reasonable person would interpret as a serious expression of an intent to harm or
cause injury to another.

3. Willfully causing or attempting to cause substantial damage to property, stealing
or attempting to steal property, repeated damage or theft involving property or
setting or attempting to set a fire of any magnitude.

4, Causing or attempting to cause personal injury to any person, including a school
employee, school volunteer, or student. Personal injury caused by accident, self-
defense, or other action undertaken on the reasonable belief that it was necessary
to protect another person shall not constitute a violation.

3. Threatening or intimidating any student for the purpose of, or with the intent of,
obtaining money or anything of value from a student or making a threat which
causes or may be expected to cause a disruption to school operations.

6. Knowingly possessing, handling, or transmitting any object or material that is
ordinarily or generally considered a weapon (including personal safety or security
devices, such as tasers, mace and pepper spray, unless a District administrator
gives prior approval) or that has the appearance of a weapon, or bringing or
possessing any explosive device, including fireworks, on school grounds or at a
school function or event, or in an manner that is unlawful or contrary to school
activity rules.

7. Engaging in selling, using, possessing or dispensing of alcohol, tobacco,
narcotics, drugs, controlled substance, or an inhalant; being under the influence of
any of the above; possession of drug paraphernalia, or the selling, using,
possessing, or dispensing of an imitation controlled substance as defined in
section 28-401 of the Nebraska statutes, or material represented to be alcohol,
narcotics, drugs, a controlled substance or inhalant. Tobacco means any tobacco
product (including but not limited to cigarettes, cigars, and chewing tobacco),
vapor products (such as e-cigarettes), electronic nicotine delivery systems,
alternative nicotine products, tobacco product look-alikes, and products intended
to replicate tobacco products either by appearance or effect. Use of a controlled
substance in the manner prescribed for the student by the student’s physician is
not a violation. The term “under the influence” has a less strict meaning than it
does under criminal law; for school purposes, the term means any level of
impairment and includes even the odor of alcohol or illegal substances on the
breath or person of a student; also, it includes being impaired by reason of the
abuse of any material used as a stimulant.
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Public indecency.

Sexual assault or attempting to sexually assault any person. Engaging in sexual
conduct, even if consensual, on school grounds or at a school function or event.
Engaging in any activity forbidden by law which constitutes a danger to other
students, interferes with school purposes or an extracurricular activity, or reflects
a lack of high ideals.

Repeated violation of any of the school rules.

Truancy or failure to attend assigned classes or assigned activities; or tardiness to
school, assigned classes or assigned activities.

The use of language, written or oral, or conduct, including gestures, which is
profane or abusive to a school employee, school volunteer, or student. Profane or
abusive language or conduct includes, but is not limited to, that which is
commonly understood and intended to be derogatory toward a group or individual
based upon race, gender, national origin, or religion.

Dressing or grooming in a manner which is dangerous to the student’s health and
safety or a danger to the health and safety of others or repeated violations of dress
and grooming standards; dressing, grooming, or engaging in speech that is lewd
or indecent, vulgar or plainly offensive; dressing, grooming, or engaging in
speech that school officials reasonably conclude will materially and substantially
disrupt the work and discipline of the school or of an extracurricular activity;
dressing, grooming, or engaging in speech that a reasonable observer would
interpret as advocating illegal drug use.

Willfully violating the behavioral expectations for those students riding [Name)]
Public Schools buses or vehicles used for activity purposes.

Failure to report for the activity at the beginning of the season. Reporting for one
activity may count as reporting on time if there is a change in activity within the
season approved by the coach or the supervisor.

Failure to participate in regularly scheduled classes on the day of an
extracurricular activity or event.

Failure to attend scheduled practices and meetings. If circumstances arise to
prevent the participant’s attendance, the validity of the reason will be determined
by the coach or sponsor. Every reasonable effort should be made to notify the
coach or sponsor prior to any missed practice or meeting.

All other reasonable rules or regulations adopted by the coach or sponsor of an
extracurricular activity shall be followed, provided that participants shall be
advised by the coach or sponsor of such rules and regulations in writing.

Failure to comply with any rule established by the Nebraska School Activities
Association, including, but not limited to, the rules relating to eligibility.

All terms used in the Code of Conduct have a less strict meaning than under criminal law and are
subject to reasonable interpretation by school officials.

Drug and Alcohol Violations.

Meaning of Terms.
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Use or consume includes any level of consumption or use. Use of a controlled substance
in the manner prescribed for the student by the student’s physician is not a violation.

Under the influence means any level of impairment and includes even the odor of alcohol
on the breath or person of a student, or the odor of an illicit drug on the student. Also, it
includes being impaired by reason of the abuse of any material used as a stimulant.

Possession includes having control of the substance and also includes being in the same
area where the substance is present and no responsible adult present and responsible for
the substance. Possession includes situations where, for example:

(I) Alcohol is in a vehicle in which the student is present. The student is considered to be
in possession if the student is aware that the alcohol is in the vehicle, even though the
student has not touched or consumed the alcohol; and

(2) Alcohol is present at a party attended by the student. The student is considered to be
in possession if the student is aware that alcohol is at the party and fails to

immediately leave the party, even though the student has not touched or consumed
the alcohol.

In these situations, a violation would not exist if the alcohol is in the control of a
parent or guardian or other responsible adult (age 21 or older) such that students are
not allowed to access the alcohol. A violation would also not exist if the student did
not know or have a reasonable basis to know that alcohol would be present, and the
student leaves the location where the alcohol is present as soon the student could
safely do so. (Students are expected to leave immediately, but are not to do so in a
manner that would endanger them. For example, you are not to leave in a car being
driven by a person who has been drinking just to get away from the alcohol party
immediately when there is no other way to get home. Instead, you should call for a
safe ride home and, while waiting, clearly distance yourself from the alcohol).

Consequences.

Students may be suspended from practices or participation in interscholastic competition or
participation in co-curricular activities for violations of the Code of Conduct. The period of
suspension or other discipline for such offenses shall be determined by the school administration.

The disciplinary consequence will be determined based on consideration of the seriousness of the
offense, any prior violations, the student’s compliance with the self-reporting obligations, the
student’s level of cooperation and willingness to resolve the matter, and the student’s
demonstration of a commitment to not commit future violations.

Because of the significance of drug and alcohol violations on the student participants, other
students and the school, the following consequences are established for such violations:
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When Suspensions Begin. All suspensions begin with the next scheduled activity in
which the student is a participant, after the determination by school officials of the
sanction to be imposed; provided that the school officials shall have the discretion to
establish a time period for the suspension that makes the suspension have a real
consequence for the student. During a suspension, participants may be required or
permitted to practice at the sole discretion of the coach or activity sponsor. Suspensions
in the Spring will be carried over to the Fall when the suspension has not been fully

served or when determined appropriate for the suspension to have a real consequence for
the student.

Letters and Post-Season Honors. A student who commits a Code of Conduct violation is:

[

Eligible to letter, provided the student meets the criteria of the coach or sponsor.

2, Not eligible to receive honors during the sport or activity in which they are
participating at the time of the offense and/or in sports or activities in which they
have been suspended due to a code violation. The coach/sponsor, with the
Athletic Director’s approval, may make an exception where the student has self-

reported or otherwise demonstrated excellence in character allowing for such
honors.

Self-Reporting. A student who violates the Code of Conduct must self-report. The self-report
must be made to: the principal, athletic director, or the head coach or sponsor of an activity in
which the student participates. The student’s parent or guardian may initiate the self-reporting
process, but the student will be later required to give a written statement of the self-report. The
self-report must be made the earlier of: (1) before the end of the next school day after the
conduct occurred and (2) before participation in an extracurricular or co-curricular activity.

In making a self-report, the student must identify the events that took place, what conduct the
student engaged in, and any witnesses to the student’s conduct, and will be required to put this
information in a written statement. In the event the student has received a criminal citation,
charge, or ticket, and proclaims innocence of a violation, the student will be required to self-
report such offense and provide information as to why they should be found innocent, not as it
relates to the criminal offense, but as it relates to the Code of Conduct.

All students are expected to be honest and forthright with school officials. In the event the coach
or activity sponsor or any school administrator asks a student participant for information
pertaining to compliance (or lack of compliance) by the student or other student participants with
the Code of Conduct or eligibility conditions for participation in activities, the student is

expected to fully, completely, and honestly provide the information. Students may be disciplined
for a failure to be honest and forthright.

Determining a Violation Has Occurred. A violation of the Code of Conduct will be
determined to have occurred based on any of the following criteria:

l. When a student is cited by law enforcement and school officials have a reasonable

Page 6 of 9



Article 5

STUDENTS Policy No. 5103

basis for determining that grounds for the issuance of the citation exist.

When a student is convicted of a criminal offense. Conviction includes, without
limitation, a plea of no contest and an adjudication of delinquency by the juvenile
court.

When a student admits to violating one of the standards of the Code of Conduct.
When a student is accused by another person of violating one of the standards of
the Code of Conduct and school officials determine that such information is
reliable.

When school officials otherwise find sufficient evidence to support a
determination that a violation has occurred.

Procedures for Extracurricular Discipline. The following procedures are established for
suspensions from participation in extracurricular activities:

L.

Investigation. The school official(s) considering the suspension will conduct a

reasonable investigation of the facts and circumstances and determine whether the

suspension will help the student or other students, further school purposes, or
prevent an interference with a school purpose.

Meeting. Prior to commencement of the suspension, the school official

considering the suspension or their designee will provide the student an

opportunity to give the student’s side of the story. The meeting for this purpose
may be held in person or via a telephone conference.

a. The student will be given oral or written notice of what the student is accused
of having done, an explanation of the evidence the school has, and the
opportunity to explain the student’s version. Detail is not required where the
activity participant has made a self-report or otherwise admits the conduct.
Names of informants may be kept confidential where determined to be
appropriate.

b. The suspension may be imposed prior to the meeting if the meeting can not
reasonably be held before the suspension is to begin. In that case the meeting
will occur as soon as reasonably practicable. The student is responsible for
cooperating in the scheduling of the meeting.

Notice Letter. Within two school days (two business days if school is not in

session), or such additional time as is reasonably necessary following the
suspension, the Athletic Director or the Athletic Director’s designee will send a
written statement to the student and the student’s parents or guardian. The
statement will describe the student’s conduct violation and the discipline imposed.
The student and parents or guardian will be informed of the opportunity to request
a hearing.

Informal Hearing Before Superintendent. The student or student’s parent/guardian

may request an informal hearing before the Superintendent. The Superintendent
may designate the Athletic Director or another administrator not responsible for
the suspension decision as the Superintendent’s designee to conduct the hearing
and make a decision.
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a. A form to request such a hearing must be signed by the parent or guardian. A
form will be provided with the notice letter or otherwise be made available by
request from the Principal’s office.

b. The request for a hearing must be received by the Superintendent’s office
within five days of receipt of the notice letter.

c. If a hearing is requested:

1. The hearing will be held within ten calendar days of receipt of the request;
subject to extension for good cause as determined by the Superintendent
or the Superintendent’s designee.

ii. The Superintendent or the Superintendent’s designee will notify the
participants of the time and place of the hearing a reasonable time in
advance to allow preparation for the hearing.

iii.  Upon conclusion of the hearing, a written decision will be rendered within
five school days (ten calendar days if school is not in session). The
written decision will be mailed or otherwise delivered to the participant,
parents or guardian.

iv. A record of the hearing (copies of documents provided at the hearing and
a tape recording or other recordation of the informal hearing) will be kept
by the school if requested sufficiently in advance of the hearing by the
parent/guardian.

No Stay of Penalty. There will be no stay of the penalty imposed pending

completion of the due process procedures

Opportunity for Informal Resolution. These due process procedures do not

prevent the student or parent/guardian from discussing and settling the matter

with the appropriate school officials at any stage.

Attendance

Student participants are expected to meet the following attendance expectations:

1.

Attend school regularly. Students who have “excessive absences” as determined
under the school’s attendance policy are ineligible to participate in extracurricular
activity contests or performances. Students who have four or more unexcused
absences in the semester of participation will be ineligible to participate in
extracurricular activity contests or performances.

Be on time for all scheduled practices, contests and departure for contests. In the
event a participant is unable to attend a practice or contests the participant should
contact the coach or sponsor in advance.

On the day of a contest, performance or other activity, be in attendance for the full
day. A student who is not in attendance the full day is ineligible for the contest,
performance, or activity.

Page 8 of 9



Article 5

Section 4

STUDENTS Policy No. 5103

Exceptions may be made for extenuating circumstances, such as doctor/dentist
appointments or family emergencies. The exception must be approved by the
Principal or Athletic Director.

Every attempt should be made to be in attendance the day of a contest. Sleeping
in to rest up for the game will not be considered an extenuating circumstance, nor
will going home ill and then returning to play in the contest later that day.

Academic Standards

Participation in extracurricular school activities is encouraged and desirable for all students. At
the same time, the primary mission and responsibility for each student is to establish a firm
academic foundation. A student participating in extracurricular school activities must show
evidence of sincere effort towards scholastic achievement. To be eligible for participation in
extracurricular activities, students must:

Be enrolled in at least 25 credit hours in the semester of participation.

Maintain passing grades in all courses. A student who is not passing one or more
classes at progress reporting times will be ineligible to participate in
extracurricular activity contests or performances if the grade remains below
passing one week after progress reporting time. The student will remain
ineligible until the student is passing all classes.

Legal Reference: Neb. Rev. Stat. Sections 79-254 to 79-296

Date of Adoption: [July, 2020]
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POLICY 5104 DRUG AND SUBSTANCE USE AND PREVENTION

Drug-Free Schools

The District shall implement regulations and practices which will ensure compliance with the Drug-
Free Schools and Communities Act and all regulations and rules promulgated pursuant thereto. The
District’s safe and drug-free schools program is established in accordance with principles of
effectiveness as required by law to respond to such harmful effects.

Education and Prevention

The District promotes comprehensive, age appropriate, developmentally based drug and alcohol
education and prevention programs, which will include in the curriculum the teaching of both proper
and incorrect use of drugs and alcohol for all students in all grades of this School District. Further,
the District will have proper in-service orientation and training for all employed staff.

Standards of Conduct; Notice to Students and Parents

Students are to be provided a copy of the standards of conduct for student behavior in the District
which prohibit the unlawful possession, use, or distribution of illicit drugs and alcohol on school
premises or as a part of any of the school's activities. [t shall be the further policy of the District to
keep a file showing receipt of standards of conduct and a statement of disciplinary sanctions that
may be taken for violations of such standards of conduct. The receipt shall be signed by both student
and parent or guardian and returned to the respective Principal. It shall contain in prominent letters
the following language:

"RECEIPT SHALL SERVE TO DEMONSTRATE THAT YOU AS PARENT OR
GUARDIAN OF A STUDENT ATTENDING [NAME] PUBLIC SCHOOLS HAVE
RECEIVED NOTICE OF THE STANDARDS OF CONDUCT OF THIS DISTRICT
EXPECTED OF STUDENTS CONCERNING THE ABSOLUTE PROHIBITION
AGAINST THE UNLAWFUL POSSESSION, USE, OR DISTRIBUTION OF
ILLICIT DRUGS AND ALCOHOL ON SCHOOL PREMISES OR AS A PART OF
ANY OF THE SCHOOL'S ACTIVITIES AS DESCRIBED IN BOARD POLICY
OR ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATION. THIS NOTICE IS BEING PROVIDED
TO YOU PURSUANT TO P.L. 101-226 AND 34 C.F.R. PART 86, BOTH
FEDERAL LEGAL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DISTRICT TO OBTAIN ANY
FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE. YOUR SIGNATURE ON THIS
RECEIPT ACKNOWLEDGES THAT YOU AND YOUR CHILD OR CHILDREN
WHO ARE STUDENTS ATTENDING THIS DISTRICT FULLY UNDERSTAND
THE DISTRICT'S POSITION ABSOLUTELY PROHIBITING THE UNLAWFUL
POSSESSION, USE, OR DISTRIBUTION OF ILLICIT DRUGS AND ALCOHOL
ON SCHOOL PREMISES OR AS A PART OF THE SCHOOL'S ACTIVITIES AS
HEREIN ABOVE DESCRIBED AND THAT COMPLIANCE WITH THESE
STANDARDS IS MANDATORY. ANY NON-COMPLIANCE WITH THESE
STANDARDS CAN AND WILL RESULT IN PUNITIVE MEASURES BEING
TAKEN AGAINST ANY STUDENT FAILING TO COMPLY WITH THESE
STANDARDS."
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Drug and Alcohol Education and Prevention Program of the District Pursuant to the Safe and
Drug-Free Schools and Communities Laws and Regulations

Students are to be provided an age appropriate, developmentally based drug and alcohol education
and prevention program. The program educates on the adverse effects of the use of illicit drugs and
alcohol, with the primary objective being the prevention of illicit drug and alcohol use by students.

Drug and Alcohol Counseling, Rehabilitation and Re-entry Programs

Students are to be provided information concerning available drug and alcohol counseling,
rehabilitation, and re-entry programs within sixty miles of the administrative offices of the District
or, where no such services are found, within the State of Nebraska. Information concerning such
resources shall be presented to all of the students of the District upon request by the counselor.

In the event of disciplinary proceedings against any student for any District policy pertaining to the
prohibition against the unlawful possession, use, or distribution of illicit drugs and alcohol,
appropriate school personnel shall confer with any such student and his or her parents or guardian
concerning available drug and alcohol counseling, rehabilitation, and re-entry programs that
appropriate school personnel shall consider to be of benefit to any such student and his or her parent
or parents or guardian.

Safe and Drug-Free Schools-- Parental Notice of Right to Withdraw

Parents will be notified that, if upon receipt of information regarding the content of safe and drug
free school programs and activities other than classroom instruction a parent objects to the
participation of their child in such programs and activities, the parent may notify the School District
of such objection in writing. Upon the receipt of such notice the student will be withdrawn from the
program or activity to which parental objection has been made.

Standards of Student Conduct Pertaining to the Possession, Use, or Distribution of Illicit
Drugs, Alcohol or Tobacco.

These standards are in addition to standards of student conduct elsewhere adopted by board policy or
administrative regulation. The District’s standards prohibit the possession, use, or distribution of
illicit drugs, alcohol or tobacco (including electronic nicotine delivery systems) on school premises,
in school vehicles, or as a part of any of the school's activities on or off school premises. Conduct
prohibited at places and activities as hereinabove described shall include, but not be limited to, the
following:

1. Possession, use distribution or being under the influence of any controlled substance,
including but not limited to marijuana, any narcotic drug, any hallucinogen, any
stimulant, or any depressant.

2. Possession of any prescription drug in an unlawful fashion.
3. Possession, use, distribution or being under the influence of alcohol.
4. Possession, use, distribution, or being under the influence of any abusable glue or

aerosol paint or any other chemical substance for inhalation, including but not
limited to lighter fluid, whiteout, and reproduction fluid, when such activity
constitutes a substantial interference with school purposes.

-9 Possession, use, or distribution of any look-alike drug or look-alike controlled
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substance when such activity constitutes a substantial interference with school
purposes.

6. Possession, use or distribution of any tobacco product (including electronic nicotine
delivery systems).

Disciplinary Sanctions
Violation of any of the above prohibited acts will result in disciplinary sanction being taken within
the bounds of applicable law, up to and including short term suspension, long term suspension,

expulsion, and referral to appropriate authorities for criminal prosecution. In particular, students
should be aware that:

1. Violation of these standards may result in suspension or expulsion.

2. Prohibited substances will be confiscated and turned over to law enforcement
authorities.

& The student may be referred for counseling or treatment.

4. Parents or legal guardian will be notified.

5 Law enforcement will be notified.

6. Ifit appears there is imminent danger to the student, other students, school personnel,
or students involved, emergency medical services will be contacted.

Intervention

The Leigh Community School District does not have the authority or responsibility to make medical
or health determinations regarding chemical dependency. However, when observed behavior
indicates that a problem exists which may affect the student's ability to learn or function in the
educational climate or activity, the school then has the right and responsibility to refer the student for
a formal chemical dependency diagnosis based on behavior observed by school staff. The school
will issue a statement to all students and employed staff that the use of illicit drugs and the unlawful
possession and use of alcohol is wrong and harmful. The school shall make available to students and
employed staff information about any drug and alcohol counseling, and rehabilitation and re-entry
programs, which are available to students.

Administration

The administration is authorized to adopt such administrative rules, regulations or practices
necessary to properly implement this policy. Such regulations, rules or practices may vary the
procedures set forth herein to the extent necessary to fit the circumstances of an individual situation.
Such rules, regulations and practices may include administrative forms, such as checklists to be used
by staff to record observed behavior and to determine the proper plan of action.

Date of Adoption:  August, 2019

Page 3 of 3



STUDENTS

POLICY 5305 SCHOOL DANCES

A school sponsored dance is a school activity subject to all provisions of the Student Activity
Code, and is a privilege available to students meeting all requirements for participation.

General Rules of Student Conduct at Dances. In addition to all rules of student conduct in the
Student handbook, students attending dances shall adhere to the following rules of conduct:

1.

Who Can Attend: Only students of Leigh Public Schools and their guests may attend.

a.

Students currently attending Leigh High School or another Nebraska high school who
have not been restricted from attending extracurricular activities at Leigh High
School or their own school are generally considered appropriate dates or invited
guests.

Persons who are younger than 16 or older than 19 years of age and not attending high
school are generally considered to not be appropriate dates or invited guests for our
school dances.

Some school dances may be restricted to students attending specified grades levels at
Leigh Public Schools. For any dances at the middle school level, only students
attending Leigh Public Schools in the grade(s) for which the dance is being held may
attend.

Students who have been suspended from school or from extracurricular activities may
not attend.

The school reserves the right to exclude persons who may or do cause a disruption or
detract from the event. Dates or invited guests not attending our school are expected
to follow the same rules of conduct which apply to our students.

Rules for dances may restrict students and their guests from leaving the dance until
the dance ends without written parental permission on a form provided.

Students or their guests who engage in inappropriate behavior, whether on or off of
the dance floor, may be asked to leave.

Prohibited Substances: Alcoholic beverages, illegal drugs, and tobacco (including

electronic nicotine delivery systems) are prohibited. Anyone using these or showing the
affects of use will not be allowed admission or, if discovered after admission, be removed
from the dance. Their parents may be contacted.

Students and their dates may be required to submit to a breathalyzer prior to
gaining entrance. Those who choose not to submit to a breathalyzer will not gain
entrance. Law enforcement will be contacted if there is reasonable suspicion that
the student or a student’s date is under the influence of alcohol or drugs.

Appropriate Attire: Students and their guests must meet the dress code requirements

established for each dance. Teachers or administrators will make the final decision as to
whether or not a student’s attire is appropriate. Students will be asked to change
unacceptable items, which may mean that the student may have to return home to change
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the inappropriate clothing. It is advisable to check in advance of the dance with the
Principal or staff sponsor for the event if you are uncertain about your attire.

Eligibility for Selection of Royalty. Nomination and selection of royalty for school sponsored
dances is an honor awarded by students to those of their peers that exemplify the highest
standards of integrity and achievement. Students nominated for dance royalty must have
demonstrated through their conduct, academic achievement and activities that they have
represented, and will represent, themselves, their classmates, and their school in a manner which
reflects outstanding effort, commitment to their school and fellow students, and integrity and
good citizenship in the school and in the community. The students selected to be the “royalty”
for the Homecoming and Prom or any other school sponsored dance or activity shall meet that
general standard as determined by the administration and, in addition, meet the following
specific academic, activity and conduct standards:

1. Specific Dance Eligibility and Selection Requirements:

a. Homecoming Queen & King:

*  Only a senior girl shall be eligible to be Queen and only a Senior boy shall
be eligible to be King.

* To be eligible, a candidate must agree to attend the entire Homecoming
Dance and represent the school properly.

* The queen and king will be chosen from the qualified nominees by secret
vote of the student body during Homecoming week. Crowning will be
held at the fall sports event deemed to have the largest attendance.

Date of Adoption:  August, 2019
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Students (& Employees)

Anti-discrimination, Anti-harassment, and Anti-retaliation

A. Elimination of Discrimination.

The [Name] Public School District hereby gives this statement of compliance and intends to
comply with all state and federal laws prohibiting discrimination. This school district intends to

take any necessary measures to assure compliance with such laws against any prohibited form of
discrimination.

The [Name| Public School District does not discriminate on the basis of sex, disability, race, color,
religion, veteran status, national or ethnic origin, age, marital status, pregnancy, childbirth or
related medical condition, sexual orientation or gender identity, or other protected status in its
programs and activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth

groups. The following persons have been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-
discrimination policies:

Students: Superintendent, 222 W 4+ St. Leigh, NE 68643. 402-487-3301
Employees and Others: Superintendent, 222 W 4+ St. Leigh, NE 68643. 402-487-3301

Complaints or concerns involving discrimination or needs for accommodation or access should be
addressed to the appropriate Coordinator. For further information about anti-discrimination laws
and regulations, or to file a complaint of discrimination with the Office for Civil Rights in the U.S.
Department of Education (OCR), please contact OCR at One Petticoat Lane, 1010 Walnut Street,
3rd Floor, Suite 320, Kansas City, Missouri 64106, (816) 268-0550 (voice), Fax (816) 268-0599,
(800) 877-8339 (telecommunications device for the deaf), or ocr kansascity@ed.gov.

B. Prohibited Harassment, Discrimination, and Retaliation of Employees, Students and
Others.

1. Purpose:

The Leigh Community School District is committed to offering employment and
educational opportunity to its employees and students in a climate free of discrimination.
Accordingly, unlawful discrimination, harassment and retaliation of any kind by District
employees, including, co-workers, non-employees (such as volunteers), third parties, and
others is strictly prohibited and will not be tolerated.

Harassment is a form of discrimination and includes verbal, non-verbal, written, graphic,
or physical conduct relating to a person's sex, disability, race, color, religion, veteran status,
national or ethnic origin, age, marital status, pregnancy, childbirth or related medical
condition, sexual orientation or gender identity, or other protected status, that is sufficiently
serious to deny, interfere with, or limit a person's ability to participate in or benefit from
an educational or work program or activity, including, but not limited to:

a. Conduct that is sufficiently severe or pervasive to create an intimidating,

hostile, or abusive educational or work environment, or
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Requiring an individual to endure the offensive conduct as a condition of
continued employment or educational programs or activities, including the
receipt of aids, benefits, and services.

Educational programs and activities include all academic, educational, extracurricular,
athletic, and other programs of the school, whether those programs take place in a school's

facilities, on a school bus, at a class or training program sponsored by the school at another
location, or elsewhere.

Discriminatory harassment because of a person's sex, disability, race, color, religion,
veteran status, national or ethnic origin, age, marital status, pregnancy, childbirth or related
medical condition, sexual orientation or gender identity, or other protected status, may
include, but is not limited to;

a.

S0 o Ao

(S

Name-calling,

Teasing or taunting,

Insults, slurs, or derogatory names or remarks,

Demeaning jokes,

Inappropriate gestures,

Graffiti or inappropriate written or electronic material,

Visual displays, such as cartoons, posters, or electronic images,
Threats or intimidating or hostile conduct,

Physical acts of aggression, assault, or violence, or

Criminal offenses

The following examples are additional or more specific examples of conduct that may
constitute sexual harassment:

a.
b.
£

Unwelcome sexual advances or propositions,

Requests or pressure for sexual favors,

Comments about an individual’s body, sexual activity, or sexual
attractiveness,

Physical contact or touching of a sexual nature, including touching intimate
body parts and inappropriate patting, pinching, rubbing, or brushing against
another's body,

Physical sexual acts of aggression, assault, or violence, including criminal
offenses (such as rape, sexual assault or battery, and sexually motivated
stalking), against a person’s will or where a person is incapable of giving
consent due to the victim’s age, intellectual disability, or use of drugs or
alcohol,

Requiring sexual favors or contact in exchange for aids, benefits, or
services, such as grades, awards, privileges, promotions, etc., or
Gender-based harassment; acts of verbal, nonverbal, written, graphic, or

physical conduct based on sex or sex-stereotyping, but not involving
conduct of a sexual nature.

If the District knows or reasonably should know about possible harassment, including
violence, the District will conduct a prompt, adequate, reliable, thorough, and impartial
investigation to determine whether unlawful harassment occurred (see section entitled
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“Grievance Procedures,” below), and take appropriate interim measures, if necessary. If
the District determines that unlawful harassment occurred, the District will take prompt
and effective action to eliminate the harassment, prevent its recurrence, and remedy its
effects, if appropriate. If harassment or violence that occurs off school property creates a
hostile environment at school, the District will follow this policy and grievance procedure,
within the scope of its authority.

All District employees are expected to take prompt and appropriate actions to report and
prevent discrimination, harassment, and retaliation by others. Employees who witness or
become aware of possible discrimination, including harassment and retaliation, must
immediately report the conduct to his or her supervisor or the compliance coordinator
designated to handle complaints of discrimination (designated compliance coordinator).

2. Anti-retaliation:

The District prohibits retaliation, intimidation, threats, coercion, or discrimination against
any person for opposing discrimination, including harassment, or for participating in the
District's discrimination complaint process or making a complaint, testifying, assisting, or
participating in any manner, in an investigation, proceeding, or hearing. Retaliation is a
form of discrimination.

The District will take immediate steps to stop retaliation and prevent its recurrence against
the alleged victim and any person associated with the alleged victim. These steps will
include, but are not limited to, notifying students, employees, and others, that they are
protected from retaliation, ensuring that they know how to report future complaints, and
initiating follow-up contact with the complainant to determine if any additional acts of
discrimination, harassment, or retaliation have occurred. If retaliation occurs, the District
will take prompt and strong responsive action, including possible discipline, including
expulsion or termination, if applicable.

3. Grievance (or Complaint) Procedures:

Employees or students should initially report all instances of discrimination, harassment or
retaliation to their immediate supervisor or teacher or to the compliance coordinator
designated to handle complaints of discrimination (designated coordinator). If the
employee or student is uncomfortable in presenting the problem to the supervisor or
teacher, or if the supervisor or teacher is the problem, the employee or student may report
the alleged discrimination, harassment or retaliation (“discrimination”) to the designated
coordinator, or in the case of students, to another staff person (such as a counselor or
principal).

Other individuals may report alleged discrimination to the designated coordinator. If the
designated coordinator is the person alleged to have committed the discriminatory act, then
the complaint should be submitted to the Superintendent for assignment. A discrimination
complaint form is attached to this grievance procedure and is available in the office of each
District building, on the District's website, and from the designated coordinators.

Under no circumstances will a person filing a complaint or grievance involving
discrimination be retaliated against for filing the complaint or grievance.

Page 3 of 7



Article 5 STUDENTS Policy No. 5401

i. Level I (Investigation and Findings):

Once the District receives a grievance, complaint or report alleging discrimination,
harassment, or retaliation, or becomes aware of possible discriminatory conduct, the
District will conduct a prompt, adequate, reliable, thorough, and impartial investigation to
determine whether unlawful harassment occurred. If necessary, the District will take
immediate, interim action or measures to protect the alleged victim and prevent further
potential discrimination, harassment, or retaliation during the pending investigation. The
alleged victim will be notified of his or her options to avoid contact with the alleged
harasser, such as changing a class or prohibiting the alleged harasser from having any
contact with the alleged victim pending the result of the District’s investigation. The
District will minimize any burden on the alleged victim when taking interim measures to
protect the alleged victim.

The District will promptly investigate all complaints of discrimination, even if an outside
entity or law enforcement agency is investigating a complaint involving the same facts and
allegations. The District will not wait for the conclusion or outcome of a criminal
investigation or proceeding to begin an investigation required by this grievance procedure.
If the allegation(s) involve possible criminal conduct, the District will notify the
complainant of his or her right to file a criminal complaint, and District employees will not
dissuade the complainant from filing a criminal complaint either during or after the
District’s investigation.

The District will aim to complete its investigation within ten (10) working days after
receiving a complaint or report, unless extenuating circumstances exist. Extenuating
circumstances may include the unavailability of witnesses due to illness or incapacitation,
or additional time needed because of the complexity if the investigation, the need for
outside experts to evaluate the evidence (such as forensic evidence), or multiple
complainants or victims. If extenuating circumstances exist, the extended timeframe to
complete the investigation will not exceed ten (10) additional working days without the
consent of the complainant, unless the alleged victim agrees to a longer timeline.
Periodic status updates will be given to the parties, when appropriate.

The District’s investigation will include, but is not limited to:

a. Providing the parties with the opportunity to present witnesses and provide
evidence.

I An evaluation of all relevant information and documentation relating to the
alleged discriminatory conduct.

c. For allegations involving harassment, some of the factors the District will

consider include: 1) the nature of the conduct and whether the conduct was
unwelcome, 2) the surrounding circumstances, expectations, and
relationships, 3) the degree to which the conduct affected one or more
students' education, 4) the type, frequency, and duration of the conduct, 5)
the identity of and relationship between the alleged harasser and the suspect
or suspects of the harassment, 6) the number of individuals involved, 7) the
age (and sex, if applicable) of the alleged harasser and the alleged victim(s)
of the harassment, 8) the location of the incidents and the context in which
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they occurred, 9) the totality of the circumstances, and 10) other relevant
evidence.

d. A review of the evidence using a “preponderance of the evidence” standard
(based on the evidence, is it more likely than not that discrimination,
harassment, or retaliation occurred?)

The designated compliance coordinator (or designated investigator) will complete an
investigative report, which will include:

a. A summary of the facts,

b. Findings regarding whether discrimination, harassment or other
inappropriate conduct occurred, and

C. If a finding is made that discrimination, harassment or other inappropriate

conduct occurred, the recommended remedy or remedies necessary to
eliminate discrimination, harassment or other inappropriate conduct.

If someone other than the designated compliance coordinator conducted the investigation,
the compliance coordinator will review, approve, and sign the investigative report. The
District will ensure that prompt, appropriate, and effective remedies are provided if a
finding of discrimination, harassment, or retaliation is made. The District will maintain
relevant documentation obtained during the investigation and documentation supportive of
the findings and any subsequent determinations, including the investigative report, witness
statements, interview summaries, and any transcripts or audio recordings, pertaining to the
investigative and appeal proceedings.

The District will send concurrently to the parties written notification of the decision
(findings and any remedy) regarding the complaint within one (1) working day after the
investigation is completed. The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), 20
US.C. § 11232g; 34 C.F.R. Part 99, permits the District to disclose relevant information
to a student who was discriminated against or harassed.

ii. Level 2 (Appeal to the Superintendent):

If a party is not satisfied with the findings or remedies (or both) set forth in the decision,
he or she may file an appeal in writing with the Superintendent within five (5) working
days after receiving the decision. The Superintendent will review the appeal and the
investigative documentation and decision, conduct additional investigation, if necessary,
and issue a written determination about the appeal within ten (10) working days after
receiving the appeal. The party who filed the appeal will be sent the Superintendent’s
determination at the time it is issued, and a copy will be sent to the designated compliance
coordinator. [If the Superintendent is the subject of the complaint, the party will file the
appeal directly with the Board.|

iii. Level 3 (Appeal to the Board):

If the party is not satisfied with the Superintendent’s determination, he or she may file an
appeal in writing with the Board of Education within five (5) working days after receiving
the Superintendent’s determination. The Board of Education will review the appeal, the
Superintendent’s determination, the investigative documentation and decision, and allow
the party to address the Board at a Board meeting to present his or her appeal. The party
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will be allowed to address the Board at the Board’s next regularly scheduled Board meeting
(unless the Board receives the appeal within one week of the next regularly scheduled
Board meeting) or at a time and date agreed to by the Board, designated compliance officer
and the party. The Board will issue a written determination about the appeal within thirty
(30) days after the party addresses the Board. The party who filed the appeal will be sent
the Board’s determination at the time it is issued, and a copy will be sent to the designated

compliance coordinator. The Board’s determination, and any actions taken, will be final
on behalf of the District.

4. Confidentiality:

The identity of the complainant will be kept confidential to the extent permitted by state
and federal law. The District will notify the complainant of the anti-retaliation provisions
of applicable laws and that the District will take steps to prevent retaliation and will take
prompt and strong responsive actions if retaliation occurs.

If a complainant requests confidentiality or asks that the complaint not be pursued, the
District will take all reasonable steps to investigate and respond to the complaint consistent
with the request for confidentiality or the request not to pursue an investigation, as long as
doing so does not prevent the District from responding effectively to the harassment and
preventing harassment of other students. If a complainant insists that his or her name or
other identifiable information not be disclosed to the alleged perpetrator, the District will
inform the complainant that its ability to respond may be limited. Even if the District cannot
take disciplinary action against the alleged harasser, the District will pursue other steps to
limit the effects of the alleged harassment and prevent its recurrence, if warranted,

3. Training:

The District will ensure that relevant District employees, including but not limited to
officials, administrators, teachers, substitute teachers, counselors, nurses and other health
personnel, coaches, assistant coaches, paraprofessionals, aides, bus drivers, and school law
enforcement officers, are adequately trained so they understand and know how to identify
acts of discrimination, harassment, and retaliation, and how to report it to appropriate
District officials or employees.

6. Designated Compliance Coordinators:
Designated compliance coordinators will be responsible for:

a. Coordinating efforts to comply with anti-discrimination, anti-harassment,
and anti-retaliation laws and regulations.
b. . Coordinating and implementing training for students and employees

pertaining to anti-discrimination, anti-harassment and anti-retaliation laws
and regulations, including the training areas listed above.

€ Investigating complaints of discrimination (unless the coordinator
designates other trained individuals to investigate).
d. Monitoring substantiated complaints or reports of discrimination, as needed

(and with the assistance of other District employees, if necessary), to ensure
discrimination or harassment does not recur, and that retaliation conduct
does not occur or recur.
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B Overseeing discrimination complaints, including identifying and addressing
any patterns or systemic problems, and reporting such patterns or systemic
problems to the Superintendent and the Board of Education.

I Communicating regularly with the District's law enforcement unit
investigating cases and providing current information to them pertaining to
anti-discrimination, anti-harassment, and anti-retaliation standards and
compliance requirements.

g. Reviewing all evidence in harassment or violence cases brought before the
District's disciplinary committee or administrator to determine whether the
complainants are entitled to a remedy under anti-discrimination laws and
regulations that was not available in the disciplinary process.

h. Ensuring that investigations address whether other students or employees
may have been subjected to discrimination, including harassment and
retaliation.

1. Determining whether District employees with knowledge of allegations of

discrimination, including harassment and retaliation, failed to carry out their
duties in reporting the allegations to the designated compliance coordinator
and responding to the allegations.

j Recommending changes to this policy and grievance procedure.

k. Performing other duties as assigned.

The designated compliance coordinators will not have other job responsibilities that may
create a conflict of interest with their coordinator responsibilities.

7 Preventive Measures:

The District will publish and widely distribute on an ongoing basis a notice of
nondiscrimination (notice) in electronic and printed formats, including prominently
displaying the notice on the District's website and posting the notice at each building in the
District. The District also will designate an employee to coordinate compliance with anti-
discrimination laws (see Designated Compliance Coordinator section, above, for further
information on compliance coordinator), and widely publish and disseminate this
grievance procedure, including prominently posting it on the District’s website, at each
building in the District, reprinting it in District publications, such as handbooks, and
sending it electronically to members of the school community. The District will provide
training to employees and students at the beginning of each academic year in the areas
(B.6.a-g) identified in the Training section, above.

The District also may distribute specific harassment and violence materials (such as sexual
violence), including a summary of the District’s anti-discrimination, anti-harassment, and
anti-retaliation policy and grievance procedure, and a list of victim resources, during events
such as school assemblies and back to school nights, if recent incidents or allegations
warrant additional education to the school community.

Date of Adoption: 2020
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Notice of Nondiscrimination (5401)

The Leigh Community School District does not discriminate on the basis of sex, disability, race,
color, religion, veteran status, national or ethnic origin, age, marital status, pregnancy, childbirth
or related medical condition, sexual orientation or gender identity, or other protected status in its
programs and activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth
groups. The following persons have been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-
discrimination policies:

Students: Superintendent of Student Services 222 W 4» St. Leigh, NE 68643

Employees and Others: Superintendent, 222 W 4+ St. Leigh, NE 68643

Complaints or concerns involving discrimination or needs for accommodation or access should be
addressed to the appropriate Coordinator. For further information about anti-discrimination laws
and regulations, or to file a complaint of discrimination with the OCR at One Petticoat Lane, 1010
Walnut Street, 3rd Floor, Suite 320, Kansas City, Missouri 64106, (816) 268-0550 (voice), Fax
(816) 268-0599, (800) 877-8339 (telecommunications device for the deaf), or
ocr.kansascity @ed.gov.

Page 1 of 1



Complaint Form (5401)
Discrimination, Harassment or Retaliation

The Leigh Community School District does not discriminate on the basis of sex, disability, race, color,
religion, veteran status, national or ethnic origin, age, marital status, pregnancy, childbirth or related
medical condition, sexual orientation or gender identity, or other protected status, in its programs and
activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. This complaint form
18 to be used when a person has a complaint related to discrimination, harassment or retaliation on such bases
in regard to employment or the programs and activities of the school district.

Refer to Board Policy 5401 for the particulars of the complaint and grievance process. You may attach
additional materials to this form if needed.

The applicable coordinator may be contacted if you have questions about filling out this complaint form:
Students: Superintendent, 222 W 4» St. Leigh, NE 68643 402-487-3301

Employees and Others: Superintendent, 222 W 4+ St. Leigh, NE 68643 402-487-3301
Name: Date:

(1) Description of the complaint:

(2) Names of any witnesses to the matter being complained about:

(3) Identify and attach any document supporting the complaint:

4 Confidentiality: I ___ do__ do not give consent to my identity being shared with the person(s) against
whom [ am complaining. If I do not give consent, I understand that the investigation may be hindered,
but that the District will nonetheless investigate and take prompt and effective action to remediate the
concerns [ have raised, if appropriate.

(5) Relief requested (what I want done in response to this complaint):

The undersigned states: The facts in this complaint are true to the best of my knowledge, information and
belief. I give permission for an investigation to be made into this complaint. I understand that the District will
take steps to prevent me being retaliated against for filing this complaint, that [ am to notify the District if any
such retaliation occurs, and that the District will take prompt and strong responsive action if retaliation occurs.

Signature:
Received by: Date:
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Students

Child Abuse and Neglect

School employees shall promptly report to the appropriate law enforcement agency and the
principal when they have reasonable cause to believe that a child has been subjected to abuse or
neglect, including sexual abuse, or circumstances which reasonably would result in abuse or
neglect. The principal will ensure that the report has been made to the proper law enforcement
agency or other agency as required by law.

This requirement shall apply to all school employees, including coaches and volunteers,
participating in interstate amateur athletic competition. The term “promptly” means “within a
24-hour period.”

Legal Reference: Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-711
34 U.S.C. § 20341

Date of Adoption:
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Students

Married Students

Married students shall have the same educational opportunities in this school system as
unmarried students. There shall be no discrimination on the basis of sex, marital status of any
person, or the condition of being a parent. To enforce this prohibition, aggrieved persons shall
use the District’s anti-discrimination policies.

Legal References: Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 79-2,114 to 79-2,124
20 U.S.C. § 1681 (Title IX)

Date of Adoption:
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Students

Search and Seizures

When it is determined based on searches that a person has violated a Board policy, administrative
regulation, building rule, student conduct rule or personnel expectation, or the law, the person shall
be subject to appropriate disciplinary action and a report to law enforcement may be made.

Student lockers, desks and other such property are owned by the school. The school exercises
exclusive control over school property. Students should not expect privacy regarding items placed
in or on school property because school property is subject to search at any time by school officials.
Periodic, random searches of student lockers may be conducted in the discretion of the
administration.

The following procedures will be used for conducting searches:

I School officials may conduct a search if there is a reasonable basis to believe that the search
will uncover evidence of a crime or rule violation. The search must be conducted in a
reasonable manner under the circumstances.

2. Random searches of student lockers, desks, and other similar school property provided for
use by students may be conducted in the discretion of the administration.

3. Drug or alcohol tests may be conducted on students based on reasonable suspicion.

4. Drug or alcohol tests may be conducted on a random basis for students participating in
extracurricular activities, provided that: a) the student gave consent for testing in advance
(attendance at or participation in the extracurricular activity may be withheld in the absence
of consent), b) the testing actually be random, c) that the testing procedures limit any
intrusion on student privacy, and provide for an appropriate level of confidentiality and
accuracy, and d) that the response to positive tests take into consideration student safety
and compliance with laws related to reporting and releasing students to law enforcement.

5. School officials may search offices and storage devices provided to or used by employees
where permitted by law, such as where reasonable grounds exist for suspecting that a search
will turn up evidence that the employee has committed work-related misconduct, or that a
search is necessary for a non-investigatory work-related purpose, such as to retrieve a file.

6. Searches of the District’s computer system may be conducted in the discretion of the
administration at any time.

The following procedures will be used for the removal of personal property:
1. Illegal items or other items reasonably determined to be a threat to the safety of others or a

threat to educational purposes may be seized by school officials. Any illegal drugs, firearm
or dangerous weapon shall be confiscated and delivered to law enforcement as soon as
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practicable. A personal safety or security device (such as a taser, mace or pepper spray)
not previously approved by the Administration constitutes a “dangerous weapon.”

2. Items which have been or are reasonably expected to be used to disrupt or interfere with
the educational process may be removed from student possession.

The District is not responsible for the security or safety of personal property which employees,
students, or other building users may bring to school.

Legal Reference: Neb. Rev. Stat. Sec. 28-1204.04 (firearms)

Date of Adoption: [July, 2020]
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Article 5 STUDENTS Homeless Policy No. 5418

HEP Form 1
Leigh Homeless Education Program
HOMELESS STUDENT ENROLLMENT INFORMATION
& PLACEMENT REQUEST
Child’s Name: Birth Date: Grade
(Last Name) (First Name) (M.L)
Parent/Guardian Name Unaccompanied Y outh
(Last Name) (First Name) M.L) (“Yes” or “No™)
Current Address
Telephone Number:

(If phone # not available, phone number of someone who can be contacted and their relationship, if any).

Information provided on this form is confidential.

1. Homeless Status
a. Do you live in any of these following situations?

_ sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or
a similar reason (example: evicted from home, cannot afford housing, etc.)

___ in a motel, hotel, campground or similar setting due to lack of alternative
adequate accommodations

___ in emergency or transitional shelters such as domestic violence or homeless
shelters or transitional housing shelter or agency

_ have a primary nighttime residence that is a place not designed for or ordinarily
used as a regular sleeping accommodation for humans

__ in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or
train stations, or similar settings
None of the above.

b. How long do you anticipate living in current location?

2. School Most Recently Attended
School:

(School Name) (City) (State)
Dates of Attendance: to

Grade level when last attended:

3. Eligible for any of these educational and school related activities and services?

O Special Education (IDEA) If yes, please identify disability and special education
services previously provided :
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Article 5 STUDENTS Homeless Policy No. 5418

HEP Form |
O English Language Learners (ELL) O Gifted O Vocational Education
O Other
4. Possible Barriers to Education
O No Birth Certificate @ No immunizations or other medical records
O No School Records 0O Transportation 0 School Selection
O Other issues/barriers
5. Requested Services and Activities to be Provided by Homeless Student Program

O Obtaining or transferring records necessary for enrollment

0 Emergency assistance related to school attendance

O Expedited evaluations

0O Transportation O Clothing to meet a school requirement O School supplies
O Early childhood program 0 Tutoring or other instructional support
0O Before/after-school, mentoring, summer programs

O Referrals for medical, dental, or other health services

O Referral to other programs/services

O Assistance with participation in school programs

O Parent education related to rights/resources

0 Coordination between schools and agencies

O Counseling O Addressing needs related to domestic violence

O Staff professional development/awareness

O Other

6. Placement
a. School placement requested by parent/guardian or unaccompanied youth:

b. Reason(s) for Request:

c. Name of “School of Origin”

(School of Origin means the school that the child attended when permanently housed or the school
in which the child was last enrolled).

Enrollment Date
Has student been withdrawn?
If so, what was the withdraw date?
d. Distance from:
i. Residence to the school of origin (miles):
ii. Residence to the school requested (if not school of origin):

Parent or Guardian or Unaccompanied Youth’s signature Date

Children living in homeless situations have certain rights under the McKinney-Vento Homeless
Assistance Act. Please contact the Homeless Coordinator with any questions.
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HEP Form 1

WRITTEN NOTIFICATION OF
ENROLLMENT/PLACEMENT DECISION FOR HOMELESS STUDENT

Child’s Name:

In compliance with the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, the following written
notification is provided to:

Parent/Guardian Unaccompanied Y outh
( Name) (Name)

After reviewing your request to enroll the child, the determinations are as follows:

Homeless student program eligibility:
Child does not qualify under the homeless student program.

Child qualifies under the homeless student program. This determination was
based upon:

Placement (if enrolled under the homeless student program) was made based on best interest of
the student. The placement will be at:

( Name)
Explanation for this determination (if not school of origin or the choice of parent/guardian or
unaccompanied youth, give detail):

If you are not satisfied with the determinations, you have the right to use the dispute resolution
process. Contact the Homeless Coordinator and complete a Dispute Resolution Form.

Notices:

e The student has the right to be immediately admitted in the school in which enrollment is
sought pending resolution of the dispute.

¢ You may contact the Nebraska Commissioner of Education
Nebraska Department of Education
matt.blomstedt@nebraska.gov
Telephone: (402) 471-5020

® You may seek the assistance of advocates or attorneys.

Stephanie Petersen Jan. 2018

Administrator Date

Written Notification Form was given to parent/guardian or unaccompanied youth on
(Date).
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HEP Form 2

Homeless Education Program
DISPUTE RESOLUTION FORM
This form should be completed when a dispute arises over school enrollment/placement.

Child’s Name:
Person completing form:

( Name) (Relation to Student)
I may be contacted at (address/phone/e-mail):

I wish to dispute the following decision:

The decision I am disputing was wrong because (give detailed information in support of your
position and use an attachment if necessary):

Persons who have information to support my position (include contact information):

I request that the following action be taken on this dispute:

In compliance with the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, the following written

notification is provided to:

Parent/Guardian Unaccompanied Y outh
( Name) (Name)

After reviewing the information relevant to your dispute my determination is as follows:

Explanation for this determination:

Notice of Right to Appeal: If you are not satisfied with the determination on this dispute, you
have the right to appeal as provided for in the Nebraska Department of Education Rule 19. The
appeal is to be filed with the Commissioner of Education within 30 calendar days of receipt of
this decision. For information about an appeal you may contact:
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HEP Form 3

Nebraska Commissioner of Education
Nebraska Department of Education
matt.blomstedt@nebraska.gov
Telephone: (402) 471-5020

Stephanie Petersen

Date: Jan., 2018

The Determination of the Homeless Coordinator on this dispute was given to parent/guardian or
unaccompanied youth on (Date).
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This is to certify that

Stephanie Petersen

has completed the course

McKinney-Vento Liaision Training

January 31, 2019




Article 5 STUDENTS Policy No. 5422

Students

Pregnant and Parenting Students

Leigh Community Schools recognizes that pregnant and parenting students have the right and
responsibility to attend school. This attendance right and responsibility applies to students
regardless of their marital or parental status. Further, the district will educate pregnant and parenting
students and will provide reasonable accommodations to support and encourage all pregnant and
parenting students to obtain their high school diploma. No student will be excluded from, denied the
benefit of, or discriminated against under any educational program or activity because of pregnancy
or parenting responsibilities.

Attendance and Leave of Absences

Pregnant and parenting students will be permitted to attend to their own health care, their child’s
medical care, or other pregnancy- or parenting- related appointments with the benefit of having any
such absences or tardiness excused. A student will be permitted to take a leave of absence for
pregnancy, childbirth, and any other pre- and post-natal related medical needs, along with recovery
therefrom for the duration that is deemed medically necessary by the student’s licensed health care
provider. At the conclusion of the leave of absence, a student will be immediately enrolled in the
district at the same grade and status as when the leave began. Pregnant and parenting students shall
be allowed to participate in all activities including extracurricular activities throughout the student’s
pregnancy and thereafter unless the district deems such participation poses a substantial risk of
injury to the student or to others. A pregnant and parenting student may be asked to obtain
certification from the student’s licensed healthcare provider regarding the student’s safe
participation in an extracurricular activity when such certification is required of students for other
conditions which require the attention of a licensed healthcare provider.

Any absences accumulated due to pregnancy or pregnancy-related conditions, or care for an ill
child, should not count towards any district policies in effect under compulsory attendance
requirements. Pregnant and parenting students with excused absences or tardiness shall be treated
like all other students with excused absences or tardiness for any other medical reasons.

Pregnant and parenting students will be provided with assignments, classwork and any additional
support needed to ensure that the student can keep up with class requirements when absent for
pregnancy or parenting-related absences.

Alternative Means to Complete Course Work

The district will provide at least one alternate method, in addition to traditional classroom
instruction, to keep pregnant and parenting students in school. Such accommodation(s) may include
accessing coursework online, home-based independent study, or at-home tutoring. Alternative
methods of instruction or other alternative program for pregnant and parenting students are
voluntary for the student who may elect whether to engage in an alternative method of instruction or
the traditional methods of instruction available to their peers. Pregnant and parenting students shall
be allowed to attend their regular classrooms and complete regular coursework.

Lactation

The district will provide reasonable time and space to accommodate lactating students to express
breast milk or breastfeed during the school day. Such accommodations will be in a location, other
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than a bathroom or closet, that is private, clean, has an electrical outlet, a chair and is reasonably
accessible. Students shall also be provided a food safe refrigerator to store breast milk safely.

Child Care

If in-school child care is not provided, a list of qualified licensed child care providers will be
provided upon request to pregnant or parenting students. Such list will be updated annually and
include providers that participate in the quality rating and improvement system and meet all of the
quality rating criteria for at least a step-three rating pursuant to the Step Up to Quality Child Care
Act. Nothing in this policy is intended to prohibit or limit any referral for a student or a student’s
child to an early head start program or any other available community resources.

Privacy and Confidentiality

Pregnant and parenting students have the right to have their health and personal information kept
confidential in accordance with law. School staff will make every effort to keep personal
information and health records confidential and in compliance with Nebraska and federal law.

Information about students’ pregnancies and related conditions will not appear in their cumulative
records and will not be used when they are being considered for educational or job opportunities,
awards or scholarships.

Other Accommodations

Pregnant and parenting students may request additional reasonable accommodations to ensure
continued participation and enrollment in school. Accommodation requests will be evaluated on a
case-by-case basis. Such accommodations may include but are not limited to: additional frequency
allowed for bathroom breaks, additional time allowed in between class periods, a larger desk or
additional work space, and adjustments to requirements for physical education as needed. Students
seeking additional reasonable accommodation should make such requests to the building principal.

Bullying and Harassment

Pregnant and parenting students have the same rights as other students to be free from
discrimination, bullying, and harassment. Such school policies are incorporated herein and apply to
all students.

Policy Dissemination

This policy will be available at the beginning of each school year on the district’s website and will
be incorporated into the student handbook.

Legal Reference: Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 79-2149 to 79-2152; 79-2,114 to 79-2,124 (Nebraska
Equal Opportunity in Education Act); 20 USC §1681 (Title IX); 34 C.F.R.
§106.40 (Title IX)

Cross-Reference: Non-discrimination policies

Date of Adoption: =~ March 19, 2018
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Safe Pupil Transportation Plan

Leigh Public Schools Safe Pupil Transportation Plan
This Safe Pupil Transportation Plan sets forth the District’s plan for providing safe transportation

to students being transported in vehicles on regular routes assigned through the district
transportation plan.

1. Weapons- Vehicles shall not transport any items, animals, materials, weapons or look-a-
like weapons, explosive devices or bomb-related materials or equipment which could
endanger the lives, health, or safety of the children, other passengers, and the driver.
Look-a-like weapons associated with a school-sponsored or approved activity may be
transported with written permission of an administrator of the District. If possible, these
items should be secured and not visible or accessible to students while in the vehicle.

Upon becoming aware of a weapon aboard a vehicle, the driver will make every attempt
to:

A. Contact dispatch and notify them of the situation if possible. If not possible, the
driver will make every attempt to contact from a cell phone (after parking on a
shoulder or otherwise not moving) or from the nearest safe haven location.
Examples of a safe haven include, but are not limited to, any school building site,
emergency service station (law enforcement or fire department), community
service agency, etc.

Pull vehicle over to safe and secure area.

Confiscate weapon (if doing so does not jeopardize student or driver safety).

Give description of weapon and participating parties to dispatch.

Dispatch will immediately notify appropriate law enforcement agencies and
school administration.

monw

2. Pupil behavior- Students are expected to follow student conduct rules while in a vehicle.
The pupil transportation driver is responsible for controlling behavior which affects safety and
for reporting rule violations to school administration. In the event a student violates Board
policy regarding student conduct standards or otherwise engages in behavior that jeopardizes
safety, the driver will make every attempt to:

A First seek to resolve incident through discussion with the student(s) involved.

B Contact dispatch and notify them of situation if possible. If not possible, the
driver will make every attempt to telephone dispatch from a cellular telephone or
from the nearest safe haven location.

. Activate emergency flashers.

D, Bring vehicle to a safe stop. Seek to resolve the incident, using physical force
only as necessary to protect students or yourself.

B, Report and document discipline problems to the school administrator. Use a Bus

Conduct Report/Incident Form, if available.
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< Terrorist threats- A person commits a terroristic threat if the person threatens to commit
a crime of violence with the intent to terrorize another or with the intent of causing evacuation of
a building, place of assembly or the vehicle or in reckless disregard of the risk of causing such
terror or evacuation. Upon becoming aware of a terroristic threat relating to a pupil
transportation vehicle, the driver will make every attempt to:

A. Contact dispatch and notify them of situation if possible. If not possible, the
driver will make every attempt to telephone dispatch from a cell phone or from
the nearest safe haven location.

B. Make every attempt to keep passengers calm (this may mean complying with the
terrorist).

C Dispatch will immediately notify appropriate law enforcement agencies and
school administration.

D. Driver should wait for instructions from dispatch if possible.

4. Severe weather- Upon becoming aware of severe weather while aboard a pupil

transportation vehicle, the driver will make every attempt to:

A. Contact dispatch and notify them of situation if possible. If not possible, the
driver will make every attempt to telephone dispatch from a cellular telephone or
from the nearest safe haven location.

B. Return to the school if less than five minutes away and follow the directions of
the school administrator.

C. If more than five minutes away from school, go to the nearest school and follow
the directions of the school administrator.

D. If more than five minutes away from the nearest school or there is immediate
danger, get to the nearest basement or underground shelter with all students.

E, If there is no shelter and there is immediate danger the driver and passengers are
to follow evacuation procedures and get everyone off the vehicle into the nearest
ditch or culvert at least 100 feet away from the vehicle.

5. Hazardous materials and Unattended Items-Upon becoming aware of a hazardous

material aboard a pupil transportation vehicle, the driver will make every attempt to:

A.

onNnw

E.

Contact dispatch and notify them of situation if possible. If not possible, the

driver will make every attempt to telephone dispatch from a cellular telephone or
from the nearest safe haven location.

Pull vehicle over to safe and secure area.

Give description of hazardous materials in question to dispatch.

Dispatch will immediately notify appropriate law enforcement and school
administration.

Driver should wait for instructions from dispatch if possible.

In the event an unattended item is discovered on or near the vehicle, the driver will seek
to determine who the item belongs to and whether the item could be hazardous to the
safety of those in the vehicle. Any unattended item that would break or could cause
injury if tossed about the inside of the vehicle when involved in an accident shall be
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secured. If it is determined that the item is not hazardous and need not be secured, the
driver will not allow the item to distract the driver’s attention to the task of operating the
vehicle.

6. Medical emergencies- Upon becoming aware of a medical emergency aboard a vehicle,
the driver will make every attempt to:

A. Contact dispatch and notify them of situation if possible. If not possible, the

driver will make every attempt to telephone dispatch from a cell phone or from
the nearest safe haven location.

B. Dispatch will immediately notify appropriate medical agencies and school
administration.
C. Driver should follow instructions from dispatch, school officials, and parents

when such information can be obtained quickly enough. If not available, follow
emergency first aid procedures.

D. Only if necessary, the driver should move passengers only enough to get them out
of danger of traffic or fire. If moved, the driver and aide are to keep them where
placed until a medical agency arrives, unless a parent has taken charge of their

child.
E. Driver should try to keep student passengers as calm as possible.
7. Procedures in the event of mechanical breakdowns of the vehicle- Upon becoming

aware of a mechanical breakdown aboard a vehicle, the driver will make every attempt to:

A. Pull vehicle over to safe and secure area if possible.

B. Contact dispatch and notify them of situation if possible. If not possible, the
driver will make every attempt to telephone dispatch from a cellular telephone or
from the nearest safe haven location.

. Activate emergency flashers and place warning flares/reflectors in accordance
with safety guidelines, if not in secure area.
D. Driver should try to keep student passengers as calm as possible.
E, Dispatch will arrange for assistance and a relief vehicle if needed.
8. Procedures in the event the drop-off location is uncertain or appears unsafe to leave

students. In the event the drop-off location is uncertain or appears unsafe to leave students, the
driver will make every attempt to:

A. Contact or otherwise communicate with dispatch to notify them of the situation if
possible.
B. Release children only if an adult responsible for the children is present. If not,

keep children who are to be released in the vehicle, continue with route, and
return children who were to be released to the school.

C. Dispatch will notify appropriate law enforcement agencies and school
administration if appropriate given the circumstances.

9 Documentation under Safe Pupil Transportation Plan. Each pupil transportation
driver is required to complete and submit to the school administration a bus conduct report or
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incident report involving the pupil transportation vehicle operated by the driver or any pupils
transported in it. Documentation is to include the occurrence of any of the following events:
weapons, student behavior which affects safety, terroristic threats, severe weather, hazardous
materials, or medical emergencies. Documentation of such events shall be completed and
submitted as soon as practicable after the incident.

10.  Transportation of Unsafe Items. Drivers shall not permit pupil transportation vehicles
to transport any items, animals, materials, weapons or look-a-like weapons or equipment which
in any way would endanger the lives, health or safety of the children or other passengers and the
driver. Look-a-like weapons associated with a school sponsored or approved activity may be
transported only with written permission of a school administrator. Any items that would break
or could produce injury if tossed about inside the pupil transportation vehicle when involved in
an accident or sudden stop shall be secured.

11.  Supplemental Information. A copy of this plan shall be placed in each pupil
transportation vehicle, kept at each school building, and made available upon request.
Supplemental information with respect to operational and procedural guidelines used to
administer this plan can be found in the District’s safety and security plan adopted pursuant to 92
NACI0 and in the Nebraska Department of Education Pupil Transportation Guide.

12.  Vehicle drivers of small vehicles on activity trips. The District will provide drivers of
small vehicles with instruction on and guidance for emergency evacuation procedures, first aid,
and emergency equipment. Drivers of small vehicles are generally expected to follow this Plan
in the event of an emergency evacuation. The District’s director of transportation may provide
additional guidance for drivers of small vehicles to increase student safety.

13.  Student Instruction. At least twice during each school year, each pupil who is
transported in a school vehicle shall be instructed in safe riding practices and participate in
emergency evacuation drills.

14.  Driver Capacity. To confirm a driver has the ability to conduct daily tasks and
emergency evacuations, drivers must: (a) pass a prescribed physical examination administered
by a Certified Medical Examiner at least every two years and provide the employer with a copy
of the medical certificate; (b) pass a transportation screening every year; (c) participate in
required in-service training which includes emergency evacuation training; and (d) if required, to
have a Commercial Driver’s License (CDL) to operate the vehicle, participate in the drug and
alcohol testing program as required by federal law. Should a driver have a medical concern
throughout the year, the Superintendent or Superintendent’s designee will work with the driver to
confirm a drivers’ ability to conduct the daily tasks and emergency evacuations prior to
transporting students.

Legal Reference: Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 79-318, 79-602, 79-607 and 79-608
Title 92, Nebraska Administrative Code, Chapters 91 and 92

Date of Adoption: [August, 2020]
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